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ALL ENQUIRIES ON CHURCH MATTERS
(including weddings, baptisms and funerals)
to Revd Martin Dale
01945 880259 or by e-mail to mndale@aol.com
Home Communion
If you, or someone you know, cannot get to church and would like to
receive communion at home, please contact either Rev. Martin Dale
(01945 880259) or Rev. Barbara Pearman (01553 828808)
Prayer Chain
If anyone would like prayers said for anyone or have any concerns, please
contact Angie Yeoman on 01553 617518
Please forward all items for July 2019 newsletter
to donnaread85@hotmail.com
no later than Friday 8th June 2019
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East Marshland Benefice
Terrington St John, Tilney St Lawrence, Tilney All Saints,
Wiggenhall St Germans, Wiggenhall St Mary Magdalene.
“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep
to gain that which he cannot lose.”

Rev’d Martin Dale (Vicar)
The Vicarage
37 Church Rd
Tilney St Lawrence
PE34 4QQ
Tel: 01945 880259
e-mail:mndale@aol.com

Rev’d Barbara Pearm’an
(Associate Minister)
Rambles
8 School Rd
Tilney All Saints
PE34 4RS
Tel: 01553 828808
e-mail:
barbarapearman@hotmail.com
EMB Benefice Council
The Benefice Council came into effect on 4th March 2011 and coordinates all activities regarding Mission and Ministry for the
Benefice. It is made up of the Clergy, the Readers, Churchwardens
and Treasurers of the parishes and up to two co-opted members.
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Letter from the Vicarage
Victor Shepherd tells the story of a Missionary Surgeon he met
who was rather gruff and to the point.
On one occasion the surgeon was speaking to a small group of
university students about his work in the Gaza Strip. He was telling
us that we North American, "fat cats" knew nothing about
gratitude. Nothing! On one occasion he had stopped a peasant hovel
to see a woman on whom he had performed surgery. She and her
husband were dirt poor. Their livestock supply consisted of one
Angora rabbit and two chickens. For income the woman combed the
hair out of the rabbit, spun the hair into yarn and sold it. For food
she and her husband ate the eggs from the chickens. The woman
insisted that the missionary surgeon stay for lunch. He accepted
the invitation and said he would be back for lunch after he had gone
down the road to see another postoperative patient. An hour and a
half later he was back. He peeked into the cooking pot to see what
he was going to eat. He saw one rabbit and two chickens. The woman
had given up her entire livestock supply--her income, her food,
everything. He concluded history by reminding us that we knew
nothing of gratitude. He wept unashamedly.
Victor Shepherd’s comment was, “The incident will stay with me
forever.”
Maddy and I have recently returned from Kenya and this afternoon
we went to Magdalen School and showed slides from the two
schools in Kenya of our twinned churches (St Matthew’s, Kanamai
and St Mary’s, Bamburi Factory Parish). Some of the images seemed
unbelievable. Children with no shoes at all having to walk a good 2-3
miles each way to school, classrooms with no glass windows, no
electricity in the school classrooms – let alone whiteboards and all
the mod-cons we have for teaching and the toilets in a separate
block from the rest of the school. It is shocking to see the houses
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where the children live made up of walls of cow dung and straw that
have to be rebuilt every five years.
As I write the sun is shining and it is very warm outside and it is
easy to be grateful to God for the country we live in and the
stability in our society (even despite the best efforts of our
politicians to destabilise what is working well.)
But could I give thanks to God if things were not going so well for
me?
Martin Rinkart wrote the hymn, “Now thank we all our God which we
sing at most Harvest Festivals.” He wrote this hymn in 1636 during
the 30 years’ War, after being holed up in the city of Eilenburg in
Germany for 2 years and seeing his wife and children die of the
famine and the plague. He wrote words like this:
“Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices, Who
wondrous things has done, in Whom this world rejoices; Who from
our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way With countless gifts
of love, and still is ours today.”
Personally I find Rinkart’s hymn amazing, because I could not
imagine what it must be like to lose your wife and all your children –
and still be able to write such powerful and profound words.
As you go on holiday this summer, may I suggest you slow down and
reflect on all we have to thank God for. You may visit churches on
your travels. Don’t just stop and marvel at the wonderful
architecture but also at the faith that inspired those who built
them – to the Glory of God.
For as Psalm 107:1 reminds us, “Give thanks to the LORD, for he is
good; his love endures forever.”
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Come with us to Switzerland!

Maddy is organising a trip to Switzerland from
30th July till 6th August 2019 at Hotel Athos in
Interlaken. Price around £1000 per person 2 sharing
(all inclusive of flights, meals in the hotel and the
outings on railways, gondolas and boats). Please call
Maddy at 01945-880 259 if you want to find out
more
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Tilney All Saints Church News

It’s a rather dull day today and along with the last few days
it’s been raining on and off all day. However, we should be
grateful for the rain. The soil had become desperately dry
and hard. It needed water as does the wild life. Some
thrushes have nested fairly close to my front door. I don’t
know if they were struggling to find nest building materials or
whether they’re cheeky opportunists, but they’ve been
stealing the moss and fibrous lining from the flower basket
just below the sitting room window. They’ve provided me and
my husband with a certain amount of entertainment, but I do
hope that they finish nest building soon, because I’m running
out of material to repair the basket with. It’s a gentle
reminder that we share this earth with innumerable other
creatures. Rather than getting cross at the disruption they
can cause, we can create an outside space which we can all
share. I love to watch birds ‘showering’ under the waterfall in
the pond. We usually have a good batch of tadpoles every
spring & once they’ve turned to frogs, these tiny creatures
hop around the garden. We have to remember to keep the
conservatory doors shut otherwise they take up residence in
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the plant pots, giving anyone watering the plants a bit of a
surprise!
It’s sad that not everyone has an outside space they can enjoy
but we must try to make the best of what we have. The same
goes for each of us. Wishing for something we can’t have is a
waste of time. This is particularly relevant when we ignore the
gifts that God has given us. We may overlook their value and
feel that we’re useless but we’re not. Often the things we’re
good at can seem mundane and easy to us so we don’t value
them. For example, one of my few talents was being able to
‘fix’ or ‘mend’ things. From quite a young age, my family gave
me things to mend. I didn’t realise that not everyone could do
this (apparently dyslexia has some advantages). I enjoyed
fixing things, but I thought they were given to me to put
right because I was the youngest & no-one else wanted to do
it. This isn’t a very glamorous talent but that’s fine, because
we should concentrate on the things we can do rather than
the things we can’t.
This is something I’ve had to learn since my back has become
so damaged. There’s lots of things that I can no longer do and
those that I can still do take twice as long but there are
other things that are worth doing. I think that we need to
focus on what we can do, rather than what we can’t.
I love our group at Tilney All Saints. We are learning together
what God wants and expects from us. We continue to learn
about ourselves all our lives. No matter how old (or young!) we
are, God has surprises and challenges for us. Some of them
fill us with joy, others are hard to bear but we gain a great
deal from the support and love of friends and/or family.
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Newcomers are always welcome to join us, as are children –
who can either join in the service or explore the children’s
corner.
Come along and try us. You will always be welcome and you
could meet some new friends. You may also get to meet God if
you are especially blessed.
From the beginning of June we are moving our service time to
10.30am to enable a longer ‘social time’ after the service and
to enable some to get home in time for Sunday lunch. This will
apply to every Sunday except the second Sunday of the month
which is a 10am united service circulating round the four
churches.
Mid-week service:
Every Wednesday morning at 9.30am, I perform a mid-week
service of Holy Communion in the Lady Chapel of Tilney All
Saints Church. It’s a wonderful opportunity to take some time
away from the demands of day to day life and draw closer to
God in this gentle service of thankfulness. Please consider
coming if you are able to.
Dates for you Diary:
Our Lent Water Aid’s ‘Jars of Tears’ campaign raised £63.
Thank you to everyone who took part. I was very touched by
the numbers of ‘Jars of Tears’ that were handed in. Thank
you to everyone who donated to this extremely essential
charity.
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2nd June, 10.30am a more informal service with hymns,
prayers, readings & discussion with refreshments to help us
along!
9th June, 10am United Benefice Service at Wiggenhall St
Germans.
16th June, 10.30am Church Family Service. A warm, friendly
service which has more structure than the ‘Informal Service’.
23rd June, 10.30am: A service of Holy Communion.
29th June, We’re having another of our acclaimed ‘Strawberry
Teas’ in the church. It was very popular last year so don’t miss
out. Delicious home-made scones served with jam, fresh
strawberries, clotted cream and cake for only £5! A very warm
welcome to everyone.

God bless & hope to see you there! Rev’d Barbara Pearman
01553 828808 barbarapearman@hotmail.com
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Tilney St Lawrence Church News

TILNEY ST. LAWRENCE
PARISH CHURCH
COFFEE MORNINGS
10.00 AM - 12.00 noon
SATURDAY 15th JUNE 2019
SATURDAY 20th JULY 2019
Saturday 21st September (for MacMillan)
Saturday 19th October

SAT/SUN 10th & 11th AUGUST FLOWER FESTIVAL
Saturday 10AM to 4pm / Sunday 12PM to 4PM

STALLS, RAFFLE,BOOKS.
PLANTS BRIC-A-BRAC
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IF ANYONE COULD MAKE CAKES ETC. OE HELP WITH
REFRESHMENTS PLEASE CONTACT CHRIS ON 01945
882052
IF ANYBODY WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A STALL, ON ANY
OF THESE DAYS OR HELP IN ANY WAY, PLEASE
CONTACT ANNE ON 01945 880222

If anybody has any bric-a-brac, prizes or cakes to
donate, we would be very grateful
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TILNEY
ST.LAWRENCE
PARISH CHURCH
FLOWER FESTIVAL
“fairytales”
SAT.AUG.10 10am-4pm And SUN.
AUG.11 12-4pm
TH

TH

Following our MORNING SERVICE
To help or take part in any way
please telephone ANNE ON
01945 880222
Come and enjoy!
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Terrington St John Church News

Terrington St John are
hosting

the Kevin

Barry

Concert.

Please come and join us. Kevin
will be playing 60’s and 70’s,
Country and Irish music.
Requests are also welcome.
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Wiggenhall St. Germans Church News

Easter Services
On Palm Sunday (the Sunday before Easter Day) members of
the church processed from the Memorial Hall to the Church,
stopping along the way to sing verses from a well known hymn.
This was to commemorate the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem,
when palm branches were placed in his pathway before his
arrest on Holy Thursday and his crucifixion on Good Friday. It
marks the beginning of Holy Week, the final week of Lent. At
the service Palm crosses were given to all the members of the
congregation. Our thanks to Mark Wright for leading the
service.
The services on Good Friday and Easter Day were led by Revd.
Martin Dale. After a service on Good Friday reflecting on
Jesus’ crucifixion, we came together on Easter Day to
celebrate the wonderful resurrection of Jesus. It was lovely
to see so many people at the service and afterwards we
enjoyed refreshments together and there were chocolate
eggs for everyone. Thank you to all who did such beautiful
flower arrangements in the church for Easter, including the
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Easter Lilies at the altar and to Anne Akred for her
wonderful Easter Garden.
Flower Festival Weekend
Our Flower Festival Weekend is almost here! Come along to
our fete in the church on Saturday 8th June from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. There will be various stalls –cakes, toys, bric-a-brac and
books as well as games and a raffle. Ploughman’s Lunches and
refreshments will be available.
If anyone would like to help, either on a stall or serving
refreshments or in any other way then please contact Angie
Yeoman on 01553 617518 or Carolyn Cast on 01553
617986.
The Benefice Service will take place on Sunday 9th June at 10
a.m. and everyone is very welcome to join in the service. After
the service refreshments will be available and lunches will be
served from 12 o’clock. At 5 p.m. a service of Evensong will
take place in the church to which everyone is invited.
The Open Gardens will take place on Sunday 9th June from 12
noon. If you would like to open your garden please contact
Judith or Ken Baker on 01553 617363.
Come and see the beautiful flower arrangements in the
church, browse the stalls at the fete and visit the gardens
that people have kindly opened and help to raise funds for
your village church. We look forward to seeing you.
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Repairs
Following the temporary repairs to the north aisle roof, the
PCC are now looking into replacing all the tiles on the north
aisle roof and damaged roof timbers. Although the temporary
repairs at the end of 2018 resolved the problem of a leaking
roof, it revealed that all the tiles on that roof are showing
signs of deterioration and require replacing. The PCC will be
applying for grants, but it also has to either match
grant funding or raise a percentage of the cost. Fund raising
will be important to be able to carry out this work and keep
the parish church in good repair for everyone to use.
The church organ also requires some repairs that the PCC will
be looking to carry out in stages when we have funds available.
Raising funds for the repairs will be essential if the PCC is
going to be able to carry out these repairs and your support
will be most appreciated and vital to us achieving this.
Norfolk Day
The church is planning to celebrate Norfolk Day on Saturday
27th July with a ‘Village Afternoon’. It will be an opportunity
for anyone to bring along details of the history or
photographs of the village, any arts and crafts that they have
made or other items of interest for people to see.
Tables will be available for items to be displayed so, if you
would like a table, please let Angie or Carolyn know so that we
know the number of tables required.
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Come along and celebrate life in our Norfolk village between 2
p.m. and 4 p.m. on 27th July. Refreshments will be provided
and we look forward to an interesting afternoon.
Angie Yeoman (KL 617518) and Carolyn Cast (KL 617986)
COFFEE MORNING
Friday mornings from 9.30 a.m. to 11 a.m. In Wiggenhall St.
Germans Parish Church
EVERYONE WELCOME
Why not drop in for a drink and a chat?
Children are welcome - toys always available

Family Breakfast Services
Come and join in with a breakfast of toast and croissants
Followed by an informal family service
Sunday 2nd June and Sunday 16th June
Breakfast Served at 9.30 a.m. and Service begins at 10 a.m.
The service on 2nd June includes a short service of Holy
Communion
We look forward to seeing you
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Prayer and Praise Evening
At Wiggenhall St. Germans Church
The date for June is still to be announced
Everyone welcome to this evening of informal prayer and
praise

Youth Club
Want Something to Do?
Want Somewhere to Meet with Friends?
Then come along to the Youth Club
Next Club Night Monday 10th June
6 p.m. – 7.30 p.m.
Wiggenhall St. Germans Memorial Hall
Run by members of the local churches this is open to all young
people
11 years and over - Come and have fun
Table Tennis – Badminton – Pool - Activities
£2 per night
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For more information call Angie Yeoman on KL 617518
or Margaret Cook on KL 617617.

Wiggenhall St. Germans Church Flower Festival
8th & 9th June 2019
‘My Favourite Things’
Saturday 8th June
Church Fete from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Stalls including Cakes, Toys, Bric-a-Brac and Books
Refreshments available all day
Lunches served from 12 noon to 2 p.m.

Sunday 9th June
Benefice Service of Holy Communion at 10 a.m.
Refreshments available from 11 a.m.
Lunches served from 12 noon to 2 p.m.
Open Gardens 12 noon to 5 p.m.
Service of Evensong at 5 p.m.
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Wiggenhall St Mary Magdalene Church

Wiggenhall St Mary Magdalene Church
Marie Curie Afternoon Tea Party
Wednesday 19th June 2.00 – 4.00pm

Wiggenhall St Mary Magdalene Church
Family Service Sunday 23rd June 11.00am

All Welcome
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Wiggenhall St Mary Magdalene Church
Flower Festival Weekend
Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th June
10.00am - 4.00pm
Theme ‘Wedding’s and Wedding
anniversaries’.
Family service on Sunday 9th June
11.00am

Other Services in
Wiggenhall St Mary Magdalene Church
Sunday 2nd June 11.00am Morning Prayer
Sunday 16th June 11.00am Holy Communion.
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Charter Fayre and
Magdalen Church
Saturday 20th July
12.00 noon - 4.00pm

671st year since Edward III granted a Charter to
Wiggenhall St Mary Magdalen to hold an Annual Fayre.
To book a stall or for more information contact
Chris 01553 810385 or
Alan at Toll Bar Cottage 01553 810796
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FENLAND FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY

COMPUTER SESSIONS. Which are free and offer help to anyone
interested in family history. We had a great time trying out our new
venue for our research session in the new BAYTREE Garden Centre
in HILGAY off the A10. Our experienced researchers assisted four
members of the public visiting BAYTREE. We are now booked in for
Research Sessions every SECOND MONDAY of the month from 11
– 2.30p.m. with the added pleasure of very good food. We look
forward to meeting you in The Baytree Barn Restaurant.
Our other Research Session is held in Wisbech Library on the
FIRST TUESDAY of the month from 10 – 12 noon. Our
experienced researchers will help you and show you how to use all
the library facilities to do your own research. Please call Bridget
on 01945 587723 for further info on both research sessions.
OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS are held on the FOURTH Thursday of
each month in Wisbech Library from 7 – 9pm. Our next Meeting
will be on Thursday June 27th June 7 – 9 p.m. We have a
CHANGE OF VENUE for this month ONLY, we will visit the
Wisbech Museum and our speaker will be Robert BELL who will
explain what the Museum has to offer the Family Historian 7 – 9
p.m. Our meetings are open to everyone visitors a donation of £2.
The speaker in April was Susanah FARMER with an excellent talk
about how and why The Pig Clubs were formed and how they can
help with our family research. In May we enjoyed a talk by Robin
HINE with an insight into Patterns of Nonconformity in Wisbech.
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Our meetings include a Speaker, Book Shop and Reference Stand
and our researchers will be on hand to help with research at the
beginning of the meetings.
EVENTS. Our team will be out and about attending various local
events with our interesting displays. We will also be at The Secret
Garden in Wisbech St Mary for their Craft & Food Fair on Saturday
22nd June. We always look forward to this event with so much to
see and do. If you would like us to attend your event please contact
Bridget 01945 587723.
SPECIAL TALKS. Our two members, who give talks, attended several
local groups in May. In June they will be attending meetings in
Walpole Cross Keys and in Walsoken with the All Saints Ladies
Group. The talks include ‘The Fun of Family History’. ‘My Naughty
Great Aunt Eliza’. ‘The Angels of St Clements Church’. ‘Jane DAVYES
a much Married Lady’. ‘The Inspector of Nuisances’. ‘The Ups &
Downs of being a JP’ and ‘The Tragic Tale of the Blacksmith’s family’
For information about any of the above please call Bridget HUNTER
on 01945 587723
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UPDATE ON THE MAGPIE CENTRE
The quiz with hog roast supper, held on April 27 at
Stowbridge Village Hall, was a fantastic success. More than
100 eager trivia experts in 18 teams tackled a wide range of
questions, plus
dingbats and mystery
pictures.
Highlight of the
course, the
with vegetarian
and desserts

evening was, of
food: the hog roast,
option, plus salads
made by volunteers.

The evening raised £1,000 for the Magpie Centre, home of
West Norfolk Riding for the Disabled Association, one-third
of whose £130,000 annual budget has to be raised by events
such as this, so we are hugely grateful to everyone who
participated.
Note for your diary: the next Quiz with Hog Roast will take
place at the same time and venue on Saturday October 19.
Watch this space for details of how to book.
Next up is the Magpie Centre Open Day, scheduled for
Sunday June 23 from 11.00 am to 3.00 pm at Wallington Hall,
South Runcton, PE33 0EP. Find us on the A10, about three
miles north of Downham Market.
Admission is FREE and there’s plenty of parking, so now’s your
chance to find out who we are and what we do. In a nutshell,
we provide 130 riding and carriage driving lessons a week to
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people of all ages and with a wide range of physical and
learning disabilities.
The Open Day will feature Pony Rides, Carriage Drives,
demonstrations and lots of fun for the children.
Refreshments, including locally-sourced burgers, tea, coffee,
cold drinks and cakes will be available all day.
What’s not to like? We look forward to seeing you at the
event.

Wiggenhall St Mary The Virgin Church News

The church is open EVERY DAY
between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.
The key may be obtained at other times from the house at
the
bottom of the drive.
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***UNICEF PLANT STALL AT WIGGENHALL ST MARY
THE VIRGIN***
OPEN 24/7

On the drive to the church, at the end of Church Road,
Wiggenhall St Mary The Virgin, PE34 3EH

The stall is still going strong and has a wide variety of
perennials/shrubs, many of which are particularly attractive
to butterflies and insects. All proceeds go to children's
charity UNICEF

PLANT DONATIONS WANTED - please continue to drop off
plant donations anytime, they are always gratefully received
and are a great source of plant variety!
***Free plastic pots in various sizes available, do take some.
If you can't find the pots you want underneath the stall,
please ring the doorbell or leave a note in the letter box: I
think I have every size of pot available to man thanks to so
many kind donations, and my shed is now overflowing - please
take them!
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Lectionary

2nd June: Sunday after Ascension
Ezekiel 36: 24-28; Acts 16: 16-34; John 17: 20-end; Psalm 97
9th June: Whitsunday/Pentecost
Eucharist: Genesis 11: 1-9; Acts 2: 1-21; John 14: 8-17; Psalm 104:
26-36
Evensong: Exodus 33: 7-20; 2 Corinthians 3: 4-end; Psalm 33: 1-12
16th June: Trinity Sunday
Proverbs 8: 1-4, 22-31; Romans 5: 1-5; John 16: 12-15; Psalm 8
20th June (Thursday) Corpus Christi
1 Corinthians 11: 23-26, John 6: 51-58
23rd June: First Sunday after Trinity
1 Kings 19: 1-15a; Galatians 3: 23-end; Luke 8: 26-39; Psalms 42,43
30th June: Second Sunday after Trinity
Eucharist: 2 Kings 2: 1-2, 6-14, Galatians 5: 1, 13-25; Luke 9: 51-end
Evensong: Genesis 27: 1-40, Mark 6: 1-6; Psalm 60
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Sunday Rota June 2019

34

June
2019

Terrington
St. John

Tilney St
Lawrence

Tilney All
Saints

Wiggenhall
St. Germans

02-062019

11.00am
Cafe
Family
Service in
TSJ Chapel
(MND)
See
Benefice
service in
WSG

9.30 am
Morning
Prayer
(CD)

11am
Informal
Service
(BP)

9.30 am
Café
Communion
Service
(MND)

See
Benefice
service in
WSG

See
Benefice
service in
WSG

10.00 am
BENEFICE
Holy
Communion
(MND)

Sunday
after
Ascension

9th June
2019
PENTECOST

16th June
2019
Trinity
Sunday
23rd June
2019
Trinity 1

30th June
2019
Trinity 2

8.00am
Holy
Communio
n MND

9.30am
Morning
Prayer
CD

11.00
Cafe
service in
TSJ
ANGLICAN
CHURCH
TBA

9.30am
Holy

See
Benefice
service in
TAS

11am
Church
Family
Service
BP
11am Holy
Communion

BP

Communion

TBA

See
Benefice
service in
TAS

10.00 am
BENEFICE
Holy
Communion

(BP)
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17.00
Evensong
(MND/MW)
9.30am
Breakfast
Family
Service
MND
9.30am
Traditional
Holy
Communion
Service
Fr Brian and
MW
See Benefice
service in
TAS
17.00
Evensong
(MW)

Wiggenh
all St.
Mary
Magdale
ne
11.00am
Morning
Prayer
(SB)

11.00
Family
Service
(SB)

11.00am
Holy
Communion

(MND)

11.00am
Family
Service
(SB)

11.00
Morning
Prayer
(SB)

